
MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

INTEROFFICE COMMUNICATION 

September 20, 1978 

TO: Problem Evaluation Committee 

FROM: John Robinson, Chairman 

SUBJECT: Meeting of September 14, 1978 

This meeting was attended by Rich Christensen, Dick Sprague and 
Dave Batchelor. 

The committee reviewed progress on the following waste dischargers 
and problems: 

BASF Wyandotte, North Works 
Hoover Ball and Bearing, Fowlerville 
Jacobusse's Refuse Service, Holland 
Remus, Village 
Port of Monroe " v 
Active Industries, Elkton 
TRW, Inc., Portland 
Buckeye Pipeline Break at Clio 
Fill Farm 
H. E. Morse, Holland -
Ford Vinyl and Paint Plants, Mt. Clemens ' EPA Region s Records ctr. 
Osceola Refining Company, West Branch 
Brown Corporation, Ionia j 
Berlin and Ferro 389878 
DuWel Metal Products, Hartford 
Three Rivers Anodizing 

BASF Wyandotte is in litigation for permit violations. A revised PIPP plan 
is presently in need since a recent loss was not prevented by the existing 
PIPP. It is also necessary that all recommendations made in its February 23, 1978 
review of this facility be implemented. 

Hoover Ball and Bearing Company, Fowlerville, is in the process of carrying out 
the recommendations made in the March 15, 1978 review. 

Jacobusse's Refuse Service, Holland. Review of June 20, 1978 was partially 
responded to by the Oil and Hazardous Wastes Section but recommendations 
BandC are yet to be carried out. 

Village of Remus. The potable wells affected by chloride contamination have 
been driven deeper and the Mecosta County Road Commission has followed the 
committee's recomniencations 3 and 4 to abate the pollution. 
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Port of Monroe Landfill. The recommendations have been referred to the 
Water Management Division since it is regulating dike construction. The 
Biology Section will collect sediment samples above 1-75 this fall. 

Active Industries, Elkton. District staff is actively addressing all the 
committee recommendations. (See attached memo) 

TRW, Inc., Portland. All recommendations, except 1 and 2, have been carried 
out. Recommendation 2 (biological survey) was not considered necessary after 
Point Source Studies' recent evaluation. The evaluation pointed out the need 
to remove PCB contaminated sludges and sediments from the marsh (240,000 yg/kg 
of PCB 1254). 

Brown Corporation, Ionia. Wastewater survey recently completed points out the 
need for issuance of a groundwater permit. 

Berlin and Ferro. In litigation 

DuWel Metal Products, Hartford. Recommendation 1 has been completed except that 
correspondence has been misfiled in the Bangor DuWel file because of the home 
office letterhead. Recommendation 2 has been partially completed by sampling 
groundwater monitoring wells. However, since high levels of copper and zinc were 
found in the wells, the need for groundwater purging has yet to be addressed. 
Recommendation 3 has been completed although 4 has not. It is recommended that 
a notice of violation be sent to address the need for upgrading laboratory personnel 
and require the use of approved techniques for all tests. Recommendation 5 is 
not applicable. 

Three Rivers Anodizing Company. The wastewater survey which was recommended and 
completed in May did not find the high levels of aluminum reported by the 
Michigan Department of Public Health in May 1976. Since Recommendation 3 still 
is unresolved, a Notice of Noncompliance should be issued requiring: 

A. sampling of discharge to the lagoon; 
B. submission of monthly operating reports (presently analyses are 

inaccurate and incomplete); 
C. submission of certified operator application; 
D. submission of PIPP; 

The fourth recommendation which calls for the elimination of the seepage lagoon 
as per R. J. Courchaine's November 28, 1977 memo has not been done. 

Buckeye Pipeline Break at Clio. No action has been taken on the recommendations. 

Fill Farm, Shiawassee County. District Engineer has required abatement of the 
problem as recommended. 

H. E. Morse, Holland. A permit was drafted on December 6, 1977, but not acted 
on because of possible litigation for violation of Act 245. No action as taken 
on the recommendations because of this pending permit. 

Ford Vinyl and Paint Plants, Mt. Clemens. No action taken to date on 
recommendations. 
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Osceola Refining Company, West Branch. No action taken to date on recommendations. 

An evaluation of Spartan Chemical Company was made by Dick Sprague and presented 
to the committee. The evaluation and agreed upon recommendations are attached. 

The committee is proposing prompt evaluation of the need for secondary 
containment of all critical material storage' as pointed out in John Hesse's 
February 9, 1978 memo to Robert Courchaine (attached). 

The committee's recommendations to Robert Courchaine on March 8, 1978 (attached) 
have been implemented except for recommendation number 3, The value of this 
recommendation was questioned by the committee but no decision was made. 

David Batchelor was assigned Acme Printing Company, Kalamazoo, for review. 

The next meeting will be held in the seventh floor conference room, 1:30 PM, 
September 28, 1978. 

JR/pls 
Attachments 

R. J. Courchaine memo of March 8, 1978 •• 
PIPP (Below ground storage) 
Spartan Chemical Company 
Active Industries, Elkton 


